Farmer vendars repart that aeitomers priorilize
quality over law price and e intreasisgly (unious
about their Saod, arking many geeitioss,

Farmers ane reipanding to consumer demsand,
adding mor vegetable varieties and new valut-added
produts. One in free fasser now offert meat beel,
poek or lamisy, induding pastere-raised and antibiotic-
e ptind.
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Manrkets are a community hiab for Sy, fenidy
and nesghboury. They e crudial for vendar, with
A% earnite) mare than T0% of their incame from
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Farmers’ markets are an important point of l-. fi | :
eniry for mew and second career farmers.

And with an average age of 46 years, these *

farmers are younger than the Cenadian
BVTAGE (54 years Statkitics Canada, 2011],
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Age of Flrmer: and Vendors at Markets

J . . Markets connect farmars to new sabes
a ey .u,_. Tt channels, including restaurant chafs,
-:-:--.—- [ - wholesale and food service buyers.

Tracking Market Farmer and Vendor
Performance 2009-2015
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F through innovative projects Mke winter

Increased Contacts with New Opportunities % =

greenhouse growing. Tamas and Sandra
Dambi at Kind Gnganics in the Holland
Marsh new grow sprouts and salad mives
year-round.



